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“Nsaid they do not reconize the use of a X-
Ray Florescent Sampler.

Blackwell, omhomu

(U'Fg"“

from the Depanm
mental Quality and|Mintech within

Monty Elder, segior environmen-
tal specialist for DEQ, told resi-
-dents attending a\pGblic hearing on
. Tuesday that six areas will be sam-
pled using a highly sophisticated
testing device called an X-ray Flo-
rescent sampler. The samples will
be taken to try to determine how
much soil is contaminated with lead
and cadmium from the Blackwell
Zinc Smelter.

"We will be doing some addi-
tional tests. They will be in areas
where there might be problems,”
Ms. Elder said. )

The neighborhood in quéstion-is
located from 13th Street east on
Lincoln to 10th Street and north to
McKinley. Additional testing will

also be done where "hot spots” were -
found. Those locations are at Gth
and Blackwell Avenue; 9th and

" Dewey; Doolin Avenue between -

9th and ‘6th Streets, south; 600
block of 13th Street, 21st Street’
north and west of Ferguson and

18th Street north and east of Fergu-.

son.

The locations for the sampling
with the XRF were determined by
findings during soil samplings con-
ducted last fall by Mintech. All of
those areas had levels above 500
parts per million of lead or levels
above 30 ppm for cadmium.

According to Tom Terbonik of

~Mintech, thé company will begin

using the XRF during the next few

weeks and will be sampling at 200~

foot intervals. The XRF, Terbonik

said, will provide the company with -

immediate results, unlike the previ-

to a laboratory.
"It will tell us what the level is.

immediately. It is more detailed,

quicker and more cost‘effecnve," he o

said,

to-do the. sampling.

: "They will be visited to.give §
-permission to-use the machineto "§
..find out if there is. a problem, and if

so, how much of a problem," he
“According to Ms. Elder, 4pprox-
imately 120 points will be tested in
the area. That will cover approxi-
mately 200 residences.

Terbonik said his company is’

continuing to do soil samples in

the area and are trying to define how
‘bad the contamination is. "
Terbonik said in.many of the-

cases where high levels of lead or

cadmium were found in the'soil, it . , ' o —
" MAPPING IT OUT — Tom Terbonik of Mintech points out the
ous-samplings which had to ‘be:sent—residuer” The XRF-will-help-confirm-—

is: believed the readings are from

‘that belief because the company

will be able to receive the results -
(Pleass sec SOIL, P10) -

Accordmg to ofﬁcmls, rzprescma-
tives will be contactmg residents of -
_the:affected areas to get permission

Why is the ODEQ taking
Mintect's Word for it...
Can't they hire their own
environmental
contractors... Where is the
Quality Assurance.

Tocation of 4 hotuse owiied by Pear! Carriith of Blackwell before
public meeting Tuesday. (J-T photo by TLG)
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immediately.
Should a high level be shown,

additional areas will be tested to de- -

_ termine if it is from residue or if
the contamination is widespread.
Ms. Elder said the DEQ will take
the information gathered from the
sampling to determine if a problem
.. does exist and if so, bow wide of an
-area does it cover and what the next
step should be to remedy the prob-
- lem.

Of the 140 samples that have
previously been taken, (100 by
EPA and 40 by Mintech), only
about 24 showed "slightly elevated
-levels for lead," said Ms. Elder. The
others were below the recommended
levels.

The highest reading was 1,850
parts per million.

Also, she pointed out there is
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cadmium in an aquifer that goes

from the Industrial Park to the

south and east. No one is using the
aquifer for drinking water, she said.
And it is not a part of the local wa-
ter system.

"We are trying to be as protective

as possible to human health. We
know we can't.eliminate risks, but
we want the risks to be as low. as
possible,” said Ms. Elder.

Scott Thompson, an environmen-
tal spccxahst for the DEQ, said the
state is not looking at this situation
as an emergency situation, but resi-
dents should be aware of the situa-
tion.

"If we (DEQ) felt that it was
emergency situation, we would
have taken some preventative ac-

tion. We are dealing with a long- -

term situation,” Thompson said.
Ms. Elder said the biggest con-
cern deals with children between the

‘ages of six months and six years

because that is when the nervous

system is forming. A number of

children were tested for higher than
normal lead levels in their blood re-

cently. The results showed normal -

levels in most instances.
Normal contact with the soil, she
said, is not a concern. The problem

occurs when children ingest the dirt.

‘Ms. Elder said there are ways to
limit the possibility of taking dirt
into the system. ‘

"Be a little more diligent about
washing your hands. Separate the
outside toys and inside toys, take
your shoes off before you go ‘into
thé house, wash your wi sills
and surfaces wnh 8 hxghophosphate
detergent (dish' soap) and ririse off
the sidewatks will eliminate expo-
sure," Ms. Elder said.

"It will be make a big difference
on exposure. We don't know what
is out there," she said.

Concern has arisen because soil
from the smelter site was used at
various locations throughout
Blackwell as fill material.
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