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Timetable set for smelter site cleanup

HOT SPOTS — Tom Trebonik of Mintech pomts to areas where hnghcr than tccommcndcd !cvcls
of lead or cadmium have been found-during soil samples. The samples have been takcn as part of

the Blackwdl ch Smcltcr site remediation project. (J-T photo by TLG)
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complcle the rcmoval of comamn-

Dcfenal Sstc That means the state

not be placed on the list with the
EPA's decision.

The project’s timetsble bcgmz in
Jess than three months when the
community relations plan is due to
be completed:

A draft remedial mvemguwn amd

" feasibitity study is schieduled fo be

completed by March 1, 1995, with
& proposed plan for remediation due
. by June 1, 1995,

Actual work on the removal of
soil contaminated with heavy mel-

als, mcludmg lead, cadmium and.

zinc, is tentatively scheduled to be-
gin on June 1, 1996.
The completion date, according to

" DEQ's Scott Thompson, an cavi-

ronmental specialist, is open-ended
‘but is tentatively set: for sometime
in 1998. :

Wit representatives-from thy

Cyprus-AMAX snd Mintech (Ihc
compuny sampling the soif) were in
Blackwell for what was scheduled to

* ‘be a public meeting on the State

Deferral Program. The only people
who turned out for the meeting

. were members of thc cuys Envi-

onmental-S

_The_two. .DEQ_Qif!cmlgL‘a!ong
C'EPA—

JComment Period. .
March 1, 1956 — Draﬁ Remedi-
anon Design due.
* May 1, 1996 — me! Remedia-
tion Design due.

EPA TIMELINE

Aug. 1, 1994 — Community
Relations Plan due.
March 1, 1995 ~ Draft Reme-

dial lInvestigation/Feasibility
Study due. :
Spring 1995 — Review and
Comment Period. ’
May 1, 1995 — Final repon

Junc 1, 1998 — Proposed Plan
of Remediation due.
L Sumamer-1995. . Review and]

June 1, 1996 — Remediation
Acticn bchm
11998 — Project due for comple-§

entity of the city.

Also political subdivisions, aca-
demic institutions, and groups con-
nected with the potential responsi-
ble parties, are not eligibie to apply
for the grant.

There is some question as to the .

‘ceive the same type of assistance
that & Superfund project would, but
would remain off the NPL. Among
the assistance available is a Techni-
cal Assistance Grant.'

Thompson cxplamcd thc TAG

if !b.tng: BO. &5 schcdul 3 the
Blackweil Zinc Smelter Remedia-

tion Project could be completed by..

1998, according to officisls with
the Oklahoma Department of Eavi-
ronmentat Quality.

During » public meeting Thurs-
dsy, officials snnounced a
timetable of which they hope to

!he zioc smelter and nexghborboods
surrounding that site. *

The timetable was part-of a pro-
posal to keep Blackwell off the Na-
tional Priorities List, better known
a8 Supctfund. .

R ly, the Envir 1 Pro-
tection Agency gave approval to a

oposal 10 make Blackwell a State

)ec! ra!hcr than the EPA,
Blackwell is the first site in the
nation to be given upproval for
such a project. -Bartlesville has a
similar project, but bad atready been

" placed on the Superfund list.

Blackwell is unique, said Monte

Elder of the DEQ, because it bad .
. not been placed on the list and will

Thompson told those s;ttcm:lmg»I
- the meeting the project would re-

possibility of fhe environmentar
steering committee being eligible
for the furrds bocause the members
of the committes were selected by.
the mayor.

"The purpose,” Thompson said,
“is 1o share information with the |
pubhc

hich:-Can-be- :

) 350 000 can be u.wd by an mdw:d—

ual group to hire a technical advisor

‘to. help explain the results of the

project and keep the public in-
", formed about the project.

- To qualify for the grant, there are
several criteria. Among them are:
must be incorporated and can't be an

grant, contact the city off‘ ces of the
DEQ in Oklahoma City.

Alsv during the meeting, officials
said the majority of the soil testing
around the smelter site has been
completed and therefore the project
i§ ahead of schedule in relations to
the feasibility study:
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~LISTENING GLOSELY. — Don-Moore; Richard Fellrath aad-Bob-Long, il members-of the
Blackwell Environmental Steering Committee, listen as Scott Thompson of the Depastment of
Environmental Quality, below, explains the timetable of the remediation ptolcc: for the Blackwell

Zinc Smelter site. (J-T photos by TLG)

With the feanibitity study, the
DEQ will dotermina what is the
best way o conisin the heavy met-
als o keep them from oxpanding.
There sre several alternatives, in-
cluding capping the soil much tike
a normal Iaadfil] alte.

*The alternafives will be, how do

we sddreas the old acllity and the
. ground water,” Thompeoa sald,
Blackwell bocame » ;i!nl project
-—afver the-BPA detected cadmiy

~gite soil and in several

residential wells near the former

. smelter site during testing in
" Februmy 1991,

Since then the city, DEQ and

AMAX have been stfzmpling 16 9e- -

‘temtine the extent of fhe’ tmi con

tamination.

Soit sumples have bcon taken in
the past overal month in focations
from 13th-Sireet east onr Lincolo to

. 10th Street and norih to McKinley. -
Hot spot testing was done at'6th
-and Bisckwell; 9tk and Dewey;
Doolin Avenue betweer Sth and 6th
Street south; 500 block of 1ith

Street; 215t Strect north 2nd west of |
Fesguson and 18th Street, notth and

cist on Ferguson.

A 1ol of 120 points have been
tested. That covers about 200 resi-

dences. .
locatio of the pling
‘were determined by findings from

“-previvus sumples™ takon:—Al-of~—jmerested-in

those test sesulis showed readings

above 500 paris per million in Iud

or 30 ppm In cadmium.

“Tom Terbonik, a mwnwlvo of
Mintech, ssid the results have
shown several locations north of

_Doolin_ Avenue and south of
* Binckwell Avenub, ‘directly, acrost

. from the Industrial park, with :

highor lovels'of heavy metals thain
aro nfe.
However, he sald that was not

. susprising. Maay-of thoso levels
“weze only sliglitly sbové 500 pants
per milllon ln lead, whilé & fow

wero substantially higher (1,100 o1~

moxe). .

" Accarding to Terboaik, 27 sam-
_ples have been taken throughout the
aron sl while soveral locations

ing watched throughout the country

. cials, deals with childen between

despite intensive testing.

ested in action,” said Carrigan.

Ky Nichols of the Environmental
Protectlon Agency foldithe group
that Blackwell's pilol project is be-

hecause of its uniqueness.

“We (EPA) will ‘have s resl

hands-off aiitude,” he sxid sbow | Back Door Lounge
gle p;oieﬁ} ;I’lhis is jm ideat sitea I+ 2003 South Main ~
on for this pilot project.” - : "
- The greatcst concern from the Hag“n“ve_g a&mSun.

contamination, according to offi-

Fid. & Sat: 7 pm. - 2 am.

the sges of six months, snd six | Sun. 6 pam. - 12 p.m.

yeiss because-that is when the ner- « Sat: CRB... .

yous system is forming. Thus far, |  Country, Rock & Blues

thero hus noi becn & healthproblem |+ Sun.'6 p.m.- 7 p.m.
. determined from the contaminaiion, 25¢ draushi beer

were found to be "hot,” the further
from the former smelter.xito they
testod, the Tess problom they found,

Also, several aress wero cleared of -

coatamination concerns. -

At this polet; Terbonik uid his
company, along with1ké DEQ, are
‘ovaluating the dats they obtained

" dusing the sampling.

.. Jim Cartigan, a upmumatlvef.

' parent company, P was hi
oompmy‘s intent 10 move forwar

' " i

Roberts & Son Funeral Home, Inc.

, & Opornted - Since
: zm, Lk AFull
Serwise Barvice

A Secvd ot > Funeral

"
im

~orthe project.-—

. "H wo have mn lcuon plan, \ve'
- want to do it right now. We arenot

e . Jamie

'363-3737 mmm



Greg
Highlight

Greg
Highlight

Greg
Highlight

Greg
Highlight

Greg
Highlight




