KAY COUNTY GRAND JURY

On March 28, 2008, Claude Williams and Bill Williams were told to wait outside
when the Blackwell Industrial Authority voted to go into executive session. This is still
happening every time The Blackwell Industrial Authority goes into executive session.

The Chamber of Commerce and Blackwell industrial Authority share the same
building and have the same mailing address. Shane Frye is the Executive Director for
the Blackwell Chamber of Commerce and the Blackwell Industrial Authority. The
Biackwell Chamber of Commerce and Blackwell industrial Authority building has two
conference rooms. There was no reason for us to have to wait outside in the bad
weather.

Kay County District Attorney Mark Gibson stated being rude is not against the law.
District Attorney Mark Gibson decision is completely opposite of the Oklahoma Open
Meetings Act and Attorney General Opinions. Newspaper article attached.

Okiahoma Statute Title 25 Section 303 states all public bodies, as defined
hereinafter, shall be held at specified times and places which are convenient to the
public and shall be open to the public.

Attorney General Opinion number 1997-98 states in view of the fact that the
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act is to be liberally construed in favor of the public because it
was enacted to encourage and facilitate an informed citizenry, the public notice required
to be posted in prominent public view by 25 Oklahoma Statute Section 311(A)(9) must
be conspicuously posted for at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting in a
location at its principal office (or the location of the meeting if no office exists) which is
easily accessible and convenient to the public at any time during that period.

Claude Williams
1216 West Padon
Blackwell, OK 74631
(580) 363-0266
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Furthermore, the Oklahoma
Open Meeting Act specifically
states that, “All meetings of
public bodies ... shall be held
at specified umes and places
‘which are convenient to the
public. aﬂdsbali be open to the
public...”

d BIA are
in the same bmldmg

i and éham the same addes,
- 120 S. Main St. . :

Frye and Thompson have not
responded to attempts to con-
tact them.

Thompson sent an &maml

April 3 containing the fotlow-
'ing message: “Korina, -Good
to hear from you. I amtry-

ing to get everym e

g, down to go over the’x&tﬁsyéti;,
i  mentioned. However, We have ‘

7 been extremely busy 811

of our major community events
spring activities upcoming. We
will be in touch after the Tulips
Spring Festival. Have a good
&y ”

The e-mail came a few days
after The Reporter sent three

- e-mails to Thompsen request-

ing copies of public records,

asking for the time and place of |

upcoming public hearings and
requesting that Frye call The

" Reporter regarding the Wil-

liams brothers being asked to.
wait outside during the execu-
tive session and also about the
“Help is here Express” bus that
was in Blackwell March 14.
Two e-mails were sent March
31, and another was sent April
1 by The Reporter. Another
e-mail asking if the requested |
See BIA, Page 16
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was sent Monday, but it has not
In additien to asking White's
opinion about the conduct of the
BIA officials, The Reporter also
asked for an opinion of a notice
. ofwalmewadﬁ’om
" Thompsen March 14.
The newspaper paid $18, as
. stipulated in the Open Meecting
" Act, in November.2007 to re-
. ceive notice of special .
_ after BIA officials refused to
-send agendas to The Reporter.

~ The BIA was the only office th
. in Kay and Grant counties that dyawin
me definition:of a  notice- of - required by Title 74, Statute

, Tefused to send-agendas to the

newspaper.

When the March 19 regular
., meeting of the BIA was can-
. celed, a special meeting was set
, for the following week.

Thompson sent the following .

. e-mail to The Reporter: “The
regular March meeting of the
" ‘BIA has been cancelled due
~ to laek of a quorum. The next
~ meeting will be March 26 at the
* usual time ang place.”

White said according to the
. definition of & notice of regular

meeting, the notice must “pro-

. vide the public with advance no-

' tification of the date, place and _the
:‘mc andﬁwpm‘peseofthc“"’

nMrequmdforspeclalmm

ings is the same.”

- but called back about 10 min-

-Statate 3106251
- (6) months: ofthie-establishment « ~bf BIA board members; but the

inion, the notice each meeting. When reasonably
RW ‘was not . possible, public bodies shall also
sufficient. o .- provide information: about the
Wmmmmm - date, time, place and agenda of
Opinion - 82-81, which states any special or emergency meet-
that a notice for special meeting  ings of the public body.” '
must Gotxtaman agenda for the  The Blackwell Industrial Au-
themy sWebs:tenswww black-

Wimagmdmatmagen

i has been or on the Web for longer
mestxng netaces, weordmg to - than six months. Some of the in-
the attomey general’s opinion, formation dates back to at least

four years ago. -
mmmwmmugh The site does not contain any
yee in her office that  agendas, dates of meetings or

gmaal is with- the names and members of its
ing that opinion because - governing members, as also

mmlmg does ot “require -an-+--3106.2: * ... public bodies shall
N - make avmlable on their Internet
! @.«mf wheﬂaerm 10- wdmte the names of members

on:t ] s ,”{,g-{thp,gwmbetsasthe pubhcbody
Wlﬂtc med to Tltle 74, may choosetomclude ok
Sithi ix’ S0P "nwasaskedforahst

of an mesm . public [list has not been received.
bodies shall make available on White also was asked about
thexrhtwnatwebmteorona Gibson’s statement last week
genmlwemmfapubhcbody that the BIA may not be obli-
website, a sched- gmd to fulfill The Reporter’s
; [ about the ‘notice.of meeting request even

'is

located outsxdc Kay County
“Ask him where he gets his
legal authority,” White said.

madeavaﬁable shiall. mclnde the
date, timne, place:and agenda of
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