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testing has been conducied st l.ho
smilter siie,

A3 {onhedccnion o hire the
same both the

lemping 10 cover
problems a2 the alﬂ Biackweli Zinc
* Smelter 307 That was the question
posed before members of the Black~

© well City Commission Tuesday.
Bill Caussens, who along with his
wife, Angie, are highly involved in
: | isvues in Blackwell
: probed the commissioners sbout
_ yecant visit 1o the site by the Envit-
onmcnui Protection and the
city’s decision 1o engage the: same
law firm which is repmenkmg
AMAX, former owners of the siie,

1 lowpricrity listand that some mirior

Offictaly from the clty' admitiad "
umafxckwelthusbeqnphwdona :

formor awners md the chty; City At~

Mynwkaoydsaiditwuagood

"We bieed Shipley-Inhoife two
years ago. Al we have done is sign:

wamwuﬁmmdmcycom.

wepresent Blackwell and AMAX in
any setion invoivmg the smelier
site,” Boyd said.

Coussons then asked i ﬁavlnglhc
same altomey would nir provide 2
conflict of nterest if 2 problem were
found at the site, .

““Right pow, wo are iookms at

“what's there. We're trying to flod

wzirmmuammammu

rmting the bilL" Boyd" explained,

said if »-problem were to
e found md the Envisonmental
Proieciion Agency were to come in
with a plap, Shipley-Inboffe would
not regresom sither sids, and Black-

well would seek pounsel of its own,

City Manager Joe Dickinson con.

firmed the EPA had completed some.

minor testing, at the aita, and Boyd
said Blackwell had besn placed ona
sita to be Tooked dt.

4“This not the first i they have _ -

fooked at Blackwell, They. alss

Jookedd in 1975, Thatis swhy we have -

bired an an gngincering finn w do
some testing. If we see 8 probl

W ok on- the ‘Super
Fond” " nayd md
Cousseny then asked why he had
" grouble petting (he information from
the city about the simation.
“This is our home. ‘We under-
stand your position and we would
fike o try to help... But we ask ques-
tions and they seem to be side.

skitted, In’ my view, this has been *
©early 708, cwmently housss the

covered Up” Coussens said
"'Wa‘t&mmym
id.“Snre,wchx—

‘mide it publicly known,
dm‘;wmmbeﬂwwmmput
Blackwell ori the front page of the
‘DdlyOki 2  Thut i3 the regzon

we will run fo the EFA, Ifthere Isn't
a problem, we will run to e EPA
’ wuh that as well,” chd said,

wE hn»a been aryma [ kwp Lluz
" We fiave Sired the finest legal

lo caver any:

T Environmental queries probed at meeting

counsal we ¢an find, We hired him
s0 we couldn't get any betier fogal
advise. We are ot Lrying © cover
anything up,”" Boyd expressed.
“*“We have been voopersting with
the EPA," said Dickinson, “We

- want hard facwal information. We

have the best inferest in the city at
" The smelter, which clused in the
Blackwell Industrial Purk, The EPA

_ visited the site approximately two

manths 2go and ook samples from
several different kocations, The re-
sults bf those 1ests have not been re.
leazed, according w0 Dickinson.
Meanwhils, in other nction by the
city commission, ey voted to ap-
{Pease e QUERIES, P

More personnal

mananie W CGME tack,” he said.

. ;
Queries
Contizied from P, : :
mnrg?“negtffo;paymtfr?amﬂui
amount of $48325.50 for work

~ completedon the Community Deve-
project.

lopment Block Grant

They also voted 1o '
fom ¥ deny a requedt

Kay Couniy Esteasion

Cwncinora!seme

amount of reimbursement from

$23,000 to 843,000 shoald the ex-

&mmh:admgmwda;uwfm.
m&he destroged.

mmabout%mmh&mam

section of the esse, siating should the

anything fappen to the wood frame

. ngrc.%mycmidmtarfmdm L
kmﬁ‘al&sampk 'i'belswsamp.

Inbusiness from the commission-

e, Mayor Eileen Mackey 1ol the

"i”h“*hﬂwalmmcom

would hold. its firr meeliig on
Thorsday in the SmdyCmgnié

project has been more than g
*{*wguml;fnxandwoula mmk-

1 implement’ such

& program, -
In M“W Authority business,

the. authority voted purchase an

. enginodriven pump for the water de-

mxtmm 1 the amount of 547,613
Th;s l:g pan of she CDBG project,

approved were specifics-
tions forthe final phase of the water-

- line project. The work wil inglude
isiallation of & 12-inch main- (

from Dewey 10 Fulton,

Also purchased was a portabe

ler will mext future EpA .
tions angd: costs 33%7 specifica

mmumtymmemwg
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Low levels of lead found

EPA study shows park, school soil contam|ated

By TERRY GROOVER

J-T Managlng Editor

Asection of the playg sound at one
lovat school and a park were cor-
doned off wxiay after officials
leariied that there were elevated
levels ol heavy metals in the ground.

Bluckwell Mayor Eileen Mackey
1ol the Journal-Fribune carly Tues-
day moming that a preliminary re-
port {rom the Environmental
Protecling Agency showed amounts
of fead in the soil samples that weree
tken w Washington Elementary
Cumer and also at Beatty-Rodgers
Pk,

It August, officials with the EPA
were in Blackwell 1o wke soil sam.
ples throughout Blackwell as part of
3 comprehensive study to see if the
city shoukd he placed on the EPA's
Superfund ist,

On Frday, a prcliminary report
was received, aecording (o Mackey.
That report indicaicd Jovels of

“haund fead™ in s small area of
Washingion school and at 3 scction
ol Dealty-Ruxigers Park, both lo-
cated o West College Ave.

Bound lead, according 10
Mackey, weans that it is bound to
ather particies and i3 nut a danger to
asyone, Thowever, because play-

City says no reason for alarm

ground arcas are involved, the city
will ke no chances and will rope
off the arcas.

Also, Mackey said that somcone
would be at the school 1o keep child-
ren from playing near the contami-
nawed arca from after school until
late in the cvenings.

‘“The portions of the park that
were sampled are covered with grass

and there is no danger. It is a portion -

of the slag from the zinc smelter, and
because it is bound (o other particles,
you can'l inhale i1, and even if you
ate i, it wouldn'e di she Sd.

3 ecited © ke these
steps because we feel it is a prudent
thing to do and the people in Black-
well have a right to know,"” she said.

According to Mackey, the deci-
sions were made on Monday during
a conference call between the EPA,
Blackwcll city officials, school offi-
cials, AMAX and the faw firm hand-
ling the situation.

School officials sent fetters home
today with children auending the
school to explain the sitwation, Also,
representatives  from the Sute
Health Department and AMAX arc
expected w0 be in attendance at to-

night's city commission meeting 1o
discuss the problem with concerned
residents,

*The State Health Deparument
said you don't have to move kids or
anything, but if you want 0 do
something, do that. They are not
worried about it, but we think it is the
prudent thing to do,” she said.

Assistant  Superintendent Steve
Hart said it was the school admi-
nistration’s feelings thas lherc is no
cause for alarm,

*'But we are taking what we con-
sider to be precautionary sieps 10 in-
sure that there is a safe area’” for the
students and staff, Hart said. *“The
action we are taking is under the ad-
visernent of the EPA.”

The location in question at the
school, according 1o Hart, is located
west of the recently installed play-
ground ecquipment near the new
asphalt ares,

Hart said city crews were roping
off the area this morming and the
teaching staff had been advised 1o
keep the studenis away from the

area,
The arca in the park where the
contaminated samples were taken

Candidates heat up final debate

By JOUN KING

AP Pulitical Wrtter

EASTLANSING, Mich, (AP) —
Presicdent Bush and Bill Clinton o
iy upened a two-week dash o Elee-
tion Day fresh from a stormy debaie
marked by clashes over teust and
xes wd Ruoss Perot's frequent,
poinied attacks on Bush's forcign
iy,

Bush's fast debute perfarmance
wiax s best, n'm'.'uodly crixicizing
Chat for o " dangerous™ pattern
uf wad iy, on muc\ nngmg {rom

osa ERISTRERL NN P

Presidential Debate

on Tuaxes

Quitakes

taxpayer

F R

q Mr. and Mrs. America ... walch your mllcrt
"  because his figures don't add up and he's
4 going to sock it right to the middie-class

‘ i the money does not come In'to pay for
.. ' these programs we wli|

" *y government spending ... | am not going to: )
w ralse taxes on the mlddie ciass to pay for |

cut other.

was located just east of the train.

.However, because the size of the

contaminated area is not known, the
entire playground srea of the park
has been placed off-limits, City
Mannger Joe Dickinson said.

According to the city manager, an
independent environmental engi-
neering firm was in Blackwell last
Friday to take additional samples at
Washington Center as well as
Beatty-Rodgers Park. The results of
thosetests will indicaie how much of
the area is contaminated.
 “Next week, the abatement will
proceed,” Dickinson said.

The abatement will include the re-
moval of the contaminated dirt,

which will be replaced by untainted -
il, he said. .

top soil, .

“The city does have a responsi-
bility 10 research, determine and take
action in a progressive manner, That
bwhnwehsvemuedummlast
41/2 years,” Dickinson said,

“We want 1o assure the people of
Blackwell that we are receiving and
presenting, as correctly as humanly
possible, the information. We are ca-
tagorizing the hazards in a realistic
manner,” the city manager said,

Mackey, Dickinson and Hart all

Picare ez SOIL, PR -

SO!L CONTAMINATION — Chlldrcn at Washmgton
Elementary Center cnjoy a sunny morning, while nearby offi-
cials with the City of Blackwell cordon off an area that has been
determined to be contaminated by lead. (J-T photo by CWA)

Chamber is informed of effects
of motel tax, 2 state questions

8y HELEN SEUBERT

J-T City Editor

The Blackwell Chamber of
Commerce approved motions
Monday supporting the Motel Tax
and State Questions 649 and 650
for higher educagon capiial im-
provements (o be voted on Nov, 3.

Jon ihrig, Chamber president,
reporled the executive committee
had adopted 2 resolution in favor

A€ shan Rtogal Tav Auvion 4wt ine

for construction, renovation and
other capital improvements for
stae institutions of higher educa-
ton and other state emtities. The
measure becomes law only if vot-
ers approve charity gaming laws
and taxes proposed in SQ 650,

5Q 650 would enact new laws
allowing and regulaling charity
games. it would impose & 1.5 cent
tax on each bingo face or bingo set

cald 4 I eerant mease paeninte

ure. It's & question of continuing
education today and enabling edu-
cation later.”

NOC sl has buildings i« ase
built when the college was estab-
lishad but the electrical system in
one building must be replaced,
Kinzer said. Renovation would
cost 88 much as it would to crect a
new building, he added. There are

+ plang 10 build sn suditorium at a

rost af 81 mitlion,
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plemendation of various reforms in
programs offered by the Depart-
ment of Human Services.

Nursing homes would be re-
quired 1o pay $3 per patient day,
some facilities for mentally re-
wrded people would pay 10 per-

the form of higher bills for heslth
care and health insurance, Black-
well Regiona) Hospital Admini-
strator Greg Mantin added to the
discussion,

Both Holder and Mantin agreed
that passage of the provider 1ax

»
Soil
Contnued (rom P
strenously pmm.cd out that the report
was only a preliminary report and
that although therc was reason for
concern, there was no reason for
alarm.

“*If my child was going to
Washington School, she would stll
be going,” Mackey said.

‘I want people to come tonight. |
want (o have public forums (o edu-
cate groups. We want to handie this
issuc together because this is all of
vur problem,”” she said.

Area Stocks

The [ollowing is presented as a
public service by Edward D. Jones
and Cu., Blackwell. Selected stock
quotes arc those at the close of the
New York Stock Exchange, The
Dow Jones Industrial Average
closed at 3,188.45 Monday up

14.04.

Sack Close Gain/Loss
Dulont 47 112 Unch
Phillips 26 +3%
Wal-Mart 60 5/8 +118
Williams 35374 + 38
Int. Mutfoods 27 1/4 + 18
OG&E 3318 - 1/4
Onxy 17 -1/4
McDonald's 42 172 Unch
{3M 68 5/8 -218
Arkly 912 -1/4
ConAgra 30 Unch
GE 76 3/8 + 18
Suith Int, 978 + 1/4
Voluine traded 227,641,660

Hospital Notes

Blackwell Regional
Hospital
DISMISSED
Linda Boyer, Blackwell

Wheat Prices

Blackwelt CO-OP
... $3.11

WHEDL ooivireirenenceirseesioranne

Clyde CO-OP
Wheat ...
Wheat pr
tiung aiid are subject to change.

The initial problem was deter-
mined in 1989 when city officials
began a study for a new waste water
plant and high amounts of cadmium
were discovered in parts of the city.
The high concentrations of cadmium
was caused by fill-dirt which had
been wucked to various locations
throughout the city from the site of
the former Blackwell Zinc Smelter,
owned by AMAX.

City officials notified the EPA of
the problem; however, saw little ac-
tion until two years ago when the
EPA conducted an initial study at
several sites in Blackwell,

The results of that study indicated
high concentration of several heavy
tnetals, including cadmium. Those
resulls lead the EPA toconduct addi-
lional soil samples in August of this
year,

The city commission meeting will
beginat 7 p.m. and will be held in the
commissioners’ chambers.

BIA & 1ow  usoytimins eerf o
printed and will contain full colot
insens including a community pro-
file, Blackwell advantages and
sites and locations.

BIA has been working with the
Blackwell-Tonkawa Airport Au-
thority to locate a remanufacturer
of wactor engines facility at the
airport employing 10 people.

An ad in Plants, Sites and Parks
has resulted in an inquiry from an
industrial supply company inter-
ested in a distribution site. He set
the employment figure at 100 for
now,

Forms 10 complete the V-shaped
sign at the B-T Airpont on 135
have been received, he said. Clo-
sure of the $100,000 term loan
note with Eagle Iron is expected
this week,

Long's report drew applause
from the directors.

Speaking for the transportalion
commitee, Bob Shepherd urged
directors (0 push for resurfacing of
Sixth Street and other streets, long
neglecied,

Ihrig encoureged directors to at-
tend the city commission meetings
and said the Chamber’s executive
committee would executc a
strategic plan of action in Novem-
ber including the Sixth Strcet
project.

president 10F AAMIMISWAlLIL, Wi
naming his labor secretary and trade *
representative.

Keeping our nation free isn’t an easy job. It takes the combined
efforts of dedicated people who can rise to meet any challenge,
People like the proud men and women of the U.S. Navy. From
the polar ice to the tropics, the Navy rises to the challenge every
day. Representing us, defending us and making us proud of our
country. All around the world, they're out there for America.

IT°S YOUR NAYVY.
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